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habits. They discover a close study of blue-books and statistical
abstracts. The chapters now presented to the reader are a reprint
of Mr. Badrul Hassan's writings in Young India with enlarge-
ments and additions. They will repay perusal, and they cannot
but help the reformer who is bent upon ridding India of the
double evil. Mr. Badrul Hassan's study shows also how the policy
of the Government has tended to increase the habit. The facts
and figures presented in these chapters to the reader demonstrate
in the clearest possible manner that the Government has trafficked
in these two vices of the people of India. It will be no defence
to urge that the vice has existed in India from time immemo-
rial. No one organized the vice as the present Government has
for purposes of revenue. But I must not anticipate. Let the
young writer prove his own case.

M. K, GANDHI

Th* Drink and Drug Evil in India, pp. V-VI

6.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GAJfDHI
Sunday {March 5, 1922]1
CHI,  DEVDAS2,
What you write about Vasumatiben is correct. I regard
Krishnadas to be a yogi. His calmness, patience, intelligence,
and single-mindedness are all worthy of emulation.
You did well in asking me the questions you did in your
letter. I am an anekantavadi3. I can see many sides of a question.
The guard cannot demand from a passenger, whom he might find
without a ticket, fare from a place beyond the last checking station.
This is the general practice. That is why I told him that the
fare from Abu Road could not be paid. Besides, it was none of
your duty to pay it. Those boys had boarded the train quite
innocently. I had accepted as reasonable the argument that they
must pay the fare from Palanpur. I had thought that they were
unwilling to pay it.
I Jawaharlal Nehru's release, to which this letter refers, took place on
Friday, March 3, 1922.
*Devdas Gandhi (1900-1957); youngest son of Gandhiji; worked in
Ghamparan villages in 1917 and went to jail during the Salt Satyagraha, 1930;
managing editor, The Hindustan Time<s9 1940-57
3 One who believes in looking at things from more than one point of
view